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 THREE RECENT BOOKS ON CHINA.-REVIEW.
 south polar maps, and contribute to the elucidation of the atmospheric
 geography of the world.
 Other volumes of the Physical Atlas are in preparation, and will
 appear as each is completed. They will deal with Geology, Orography
 and oceanography, Botany, Zoology, Ethnography and demography, and
 General cosmography and terrestrial magnetism.
 THREE RECENT BOOKS ON CHINA.-REVIEW.
 By GEO. G. CHISHOLM, M.A., B.Sc.
 OF all the commercial missions to which the immediate prospect of the
 development of the resources of China by modern methods has recently
 given rise, the most fully equipped and that with the most extensive and
 elaborate programme is that organized by the Chamber of Commerce of
 Lyons, and the report published by the director of this mission, Mr.
 Henri Brenier,* is of corresponding interest and value.
 In organizing the mission, the Lyons Chamber of Commerce had the
 active assistance of those of five other towns, Marseilles, Bordeaux,
 Lille, Roubaix, and Roanne, and the members of it included representa-
 tives of all the most important branches of the national activity. They
 numbered twelve in all, including the director, the doctor, and Mr.
 Rocher, the well-known member of the French consular staff in China,
 who was associated with the mission by the French Government. The
 mission was immediately prompted by the treaty of Shimonoseki at the
 conclusion of the Japo-Chinese war, and set out on September 15, 1895,
 just five months after the signing of that treaty. The last members to
 return reached Marseilles in the same month in 1897. The intervening
 months were devoted to journeys in French Indo-China and the neigh-
 bouring provinces of China, but including very extensive journeys in
 the province of Sechuan up to its western and north-western limits.
 These journeys were not made by all the members of the mission
 together. From time to time the mission was broken up into separate
 parties to make inquiries along different routes, or to enable members
 representing particular branches of industry to make a special examina-
 tion of the regions of more peculiar interest from the point of view of
 those industries.
 The first part of the report contains, besides a general introduction
 and other preliminary matter, accounts of the various journeys made by
 the members of the mission, while the second part is made up of com-
 mercial reports on Tongking (with some notes of commercial interest
 with regard to other parts of French Indo-China); on the separate
 * ' La Mission Lyonnaise d'Exploration Commerciale eu Chine, 1895-1897.' Lyons,
 1898. 8vo. One volume in two parts, pp. xxxvi., 386, and 470.
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 provinces Yunnan, Kweichu, and Sechuan; on Hongkong, Canton, and
 Hankau; on mines and metallurgy; on silk; on cotton and cottons; on
 oils and fatty substances; and on the Chinese monetary system, followed
 by an appendix containing notes on various points, and a chapter em-
 bodying general conclusions.
 The volume is illustrated by a large number of excellent engravings,
 mainly from photographs taken by the mission, and, in addition to a
 sheet showing road profiles, there are eight maps on various scales.
 One of these is an economic map of China indicating the relative im-
 portance of the dependencies of the chief commercial centres of distribu-
 tion and collection, another indicates the products and means of
 communication in Indo-China, a third shows the distribution of seri-
 culture in Sechuan, a fourth (on a large scale) the rapids of the Red
 river (Song-koi) between Yenbai and Laokai, and the other four are
 maps of the provinces most thoroughly examined by the members of
 the mission, these last (on the scale of 1: 2,500,000, or 1: 2,600,000)
 showing, besides the physical features, the routes followed, the chief
 products of different districts, and in some cases the extent of the river
 navigation. On this head a good deal of new information was collected
 by the mission, and on the maps this is partly indicated by anchors of
 different form; but, unfortunately, the meaning of these different anchors
 is not stated under the explanation of the conventional signs, so that
 one has to guess it or collect it from a search of the text, for which one
 has not the assistance of an index.
 The value of such a work as this consists mainly in its details, which
 cannot be summarized, but it may be worth while to call attention to
 two or three new or newly discovered facts to be found in its pages.
 The two principal geographical discoveries which Mr. Brenier claims
 for the mission-the ascertainment of the fact that the Patu-ho, or upper
 Hungshui, which he designates as the middle branch of the Si-kiang,
 forms for about 125 miles the boundary between the provinces of Kwei-
 chu and Kwang-si (pt. i. p. 88), and the final determination of the fact
 that the Kuchu-ho, or river of Luichou-fu, is the true headstream of the
 Si-kiang, in so far as it carries down a greater volume of water than
 any of its rivals (pt. i. p. 328)-have already been briefly noticed in the
 Journal (vol. xi. pp. 179, 180). In western Sechwan some members of
 the mission, in going from Kwan-hsien to Tatsien-lu, or more precisely
 between Tien-tsuen (near Yachu-fu) and Luting on the Tung-ho,
 followed a road that bad never been taken by any Europeans before-
 and (says Mr. Brenier) with good reason, for it was all through the
 most difficult mountainous and forest-clad country, in which the chairs
 of the party were broken, two thermometers smashed, and one of the
 party nearly precipitated to the bottom of a ravine. Among the present
 signs of the times in China, Mr. Brenier mentions that the emperor has
 recently signed a decree which completely reforms the basis of the
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 examinations on the results by which the entrance to official life
 depends, ordanining that in future the candidates shall be examined in
 the European sciences. This, remarks Mr. Brenier, may have incalcu-
 lable consequences, and as one result of this modern tendency he quotes
 the following recent examination question:-
 "The tea trade is important, and occupies a considerable number of people.
 Indicate the means by which that trade might b3 improved in such a manner as to
 bring the profits to the Cainese instead of to foreigners " (pt. i. pp. 214, 215)
 -a question of a kind that might fairly be expected in the projected
 university of Birmingham.
 Most of the oversights that occur here and there in the volume are
 of such a nature as to mislead no one, and among these we may include
 the statement that the central parts of Sechuan are very thinly peopled
 (tres peu peuplees, pt. ii. p. 233)-a statement which is expressly con-
 tradicted elsewhere in the book (as on p. 256, n.), and which seems to
 have arisen from the unintentional and unobserved duplication of the
 first syllable in peuplees. Another slip, if slip it is, is more perplexing,
 as it leaves the reader in doubt on a point of some importance. It is
 stated (pt. ii. p. 101, n.) that, including charges for transhipment,
 insurance, etc., but excluding customs duties, the cost of carriage from
 HIong-kong to Mungtse (or Mengtse) by the Red River route is 225
 francs per ton, but the context seems to show that not Mungtse, but
 Yunnan-fu is meant.
 The new botanical work which Dr. Bretschneider has paid us the
 compliment to publish, like most of his previous works in English, is
 a large book in two volumes, but paged consecutively. Its scope is
 sufficiently indicated by the full title given below.* Under the names
 of the different persons who have added to our knowledge of Chinese
 botany in any way, whether as travellers, scientific botanists, gardeners,
 or nurserymen, from Marco Polo downwards, it notes the additions
 which they have made, and it furnishes also longer or shorter bio-
 graphical notes as to the persons to whom we are thus indebted. The
 notices of Robert Fortune and Pere Armand David among others are
 particularly full and interesting. The arrangement is partly chrono-
 logical, but the different travellers, etc., are also grouped according to
 nationality, or according to the nationality of the expedition to which
 they were attached. The copy which the author has presented to the
 Society contains one or two manuscript additions by the author, as well
 as corrections of the typographical errors noted at the end of the second
 volume.
 * 'History of European Botanical Discoveries in China.' By E. Bretschneider, M.D.,
 late Physician to the Russian Legation at Peking, Corresponding Member of the French
 Institute, etc. London: Sampson Low (printed at St. Petersburg), 1898. 8vo,
 pp. 1168.
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 The volume on the province of Chekiang,' which has been compiled
 by Dr. Carli, avowedly contains nothing new, but it is the most complete
 account of this province that has been published. As the title indicates,
 it is primarily a study in economic geography. It may be looked upon
 as a companion volume to Richthofen's ' Schantung,' having been prepared
 to draw the attention of the people of Italy to the region in which the
 Italian Government is now seeking to secure a settlement on Sanmun,
 or, as Dr. Carli uniformly spells it, Sanmen t bay, to obtain a concession
 for a railway connecting that bay with Poyang lake in the adjoining
 province of Nganhwei, and in other ways to establish an Italian sphere
 of influence. It opens with an introduction (pp. 1-71) giving an
 account of Chinese relations with the Western world, and latterly Japan,
 from the time of the first Portuguese expedition in 1516. In this
 section it may be noted that in more than one place (pp. 15, 58, 67, etc.)
 a recognition, not always accordel by foreigners, is paid to the liberal
 spirit of English commercial policy. It is pointed out, indeed (p. 59),
 that a different policy has recently been followed on the parts of the
 Chinese empire adjoining British territory, as, for example, in the region
 bordering on Burma, with respect to which the British have secured for
 themselves similar privileges to those obtained by the French in their
 territories in Indo-China; but it may be observed that such privileges
 wear a different aspect where the front door for commerce is kept open,
 as at Rangoon, from that which is presented where the front door is
 more or less closed, as at Haifong or Hanoi.
 This introduction is followed by a general account of the province
 of Chekiang, and that by a section on money, weights, and measures,
 and the interpretation of statistical data. On this head, while paying
 a warm tribute to the publications of the Imperial Maritime Customs,
 it draws attention (p. 89), as is also done in the report of the Lyons
 Mission (vol. ii. p. 175), to the misleading character of the statistical
 reports of that body in respect of the trade of Hong-kong, which is all
 classed as British. Dr. Carli suggests that it would be easy and much
 better to name in connection with the Hong-kong trade the European (or
 other) port of destination or origin of that trade, adding " vid Hong-
 kong."
 There then follows a chapter on the four principal rivers of Chekiang,
 giving particulars with regard to the navigation both of the main
 streams and their tributaries, and the principal products conveyed on
 them. This is succeeded by one on the coasts of the province, another
 on the means of communicition apart from the rivers, another on the
 general products of the province, and separate chapters on the three treaty
 * 'I1 Ce-kiang, Studio geografico-economico del Dr. Mario Carli.' Rome, 1899.
 8vo, pp. xx., 278.
 t The name, it is stated, means " Three Harbours."
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 ports of Hang-chu, Ning-po, and Wen-chu, and their trade. Lastly,
 there is a statistical appendix, including the tariff annexed to the treaty
 of October 26, 1866, between Italy and China. A map on the scale of
 1: 500,000, based chiefly on that in the report for 1882 of the Imperial
 Maritime Customs, is attached to the volume. There is no index, but a
 very full table of contents and numerous marginal headings facilitate
 reference. There are frequent citations of authorities, but these for the
 most part are not precise, and include even such vague and unsatisfactory
 references as ' Consular Reports, Washington,' and 'Diplomatic and
 Consular Reports on Trade and Finance, Annual Series' (without any
 number).
 'THE INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHY.' *-REVIEW.
 By Major L. DARWIN.
 THIS work represents a new and valuable departure in geographical
 literature. A number of prominent authors have, no doubt, often com-
 bined together to produce some important work, but this is probably
 the first geographical text-book which has been compiled in this
 manner. Space forbids an enumeration of the different writers, but a
 sample taken at random will suffice to indicate the character of the
 whole work. Looking in the list of authors under a single letter of
 the alphabet, we find that Sir W. MacGregor writes on New Guinea, of
 which he was governor; Sir Clements Markham, president of the Royal
 Geographical Society, writes on Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia; Mr. Mason,
 the collaborator, with Mr. B. H. Chamberlain, of Murray's Guide to
 Japan, gives an account of that country; Captain Mockler-Ferryman
 describes Nigeria, a country he has studied on the spot; Dr. T. Muir,
 the Superintendent of Education in the Cape Colony, writes on the
 Cape; Dr. H. R. Mill, the editor, discusses the principles and progress
 of geography, land forms, the United Kingdom, etc.; Sir John Murray
 writes on the Oceans, and the Antarctic Regions; and Mr. Myres
 describes Tripoli. In fact, the list of authors is alone sufficient to
 guarantee the great value of the work. The book is divided into two
 parts: the first, of about 120 pages, deals with "the principles of
 geography and their applications in the most general sense"; the
 second, of over 900 pages, includes a description of all the countries of
 the world, each written by a writer with special knowledge of the
 locality in question.
 The first of these parts is perhaps almost too condensed, though it
 must be admitted that the allotment of space in such a work is an
 exceedingly difficult task. There are numberless persons to whom
 * 'The International Geography, by Seventy Authors.' Edited by Dr. H. R. Mill.
 Newnes.
 656
This content downloaded from 131.247.112.3 on Mon, 27 Jun 2016 07:24:31 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms
